6(j                              THE MEMOIRS OF
1666.
January 1. The French King declared war against England, and the King returned to London with the Court not long after.
This spring I raended a great part of my house, which was very ruinous to the south, the timber being decayed as well as the outside, which was only laths and lime or rough cast, with which it was covered.
June 20.    I received a letter from the Duke of Buckingham that the King, having given him commission to raise a troop of horse, he had chosen me for his cornet, and therefore desired me to raise some fit men for that service, and to meet him with them at  York with all haste.     At the same time I had a letter from my friend, Sir Henry Bellasis, telling me how he had endeavoured to be lieutenant to the Duke, but that he came too late, Sir Jordan Crossland being resolved upon before; but that he had so great a mind to be in the same troop with me, that if Sir Jordan would relinquish his claim,  for 1002., he empowered me to ofier it to him, not doubting but that the Duke would be well pleased with it.   At this time Sir Jordan Crossland, a fine gentleman and a good soldier, was also governor of Scarborough Castle.    The Duke soon after sent me my commission from the King for cornet, dated the 6th July.     The whole troop was raised before the end of July, all of them gentlemen or old soldiers, being in number fourscore, beside officers ; and the servants that belonged to the troop being as many as their masters.   We so ordered the matter that Sir Henry Bellasis was soon after admitted lieutenant instead of Sir Jordan Crossland.    All the officers loved music so well that the Duke had a set  of violins, Sir Henry had another, and I also had three musicians that played very well, one on the violin, one on the hautboy, and one on the bass-viol.    We continued in quarters at York two